New Mexico Battle of the Books Rules, Regulations, and Policies
(revised February 2015)

|. Participation

A. Participants

To be eligible to participate in the State Batfie¢he Books, students must meet the following aate
* Bein grade 4 through 8 (or iﬂ"@]rade in a middle school or junior high).
* Read 10 or more of the 20 books on the appropigite
* Be sponsored by a sponsoring institution (see below

Students in % and %' grade participate in the Elementary Division.

Students in 8 grade at an elementary school participate in theEntary Division.

Students in 8 grade at a middle school or junior high participiatthe Middle School Division.
Homeschooled students iff §rade follow the school district in which theyitks

Students in 7 and & grade participate in the Middle School Division.

Students in 8 grade at a middle school or junior high participiatthe Middle School Division.
Students in 9 grade at a high school are not eligible to papéits.

Homeschooled students iff §rade follow the school district in which theyitks

B. Sponsoring Institutions

All schools and libraries in New Mexico are invitexserve as sponsoring institutions and send
participants to the State Battle of the Books. afnlt representative of the sponsoring institutiarst
accompany the group to the State Battle.

A sponsoring institution that serves one age groay send up to seven participants in the apprapriat
division to the State Battle. For example, an eletary school serving™and ' (and perhapst%

grade students may register one group in the ElameBivision. A middle school servind"and

(and perhaps'or 9" ) grade students may register one group in thelMiSchool Division.

A sponsoring institution that serves participantboth divisions may send a group of up to seven
participants in each division. For example, a multdbrary that serves all ages may register omeigtin
the Elementary Division and another group in theldie School Division. Similarly, a school that
serves aW5™ grade through'®9™ grade population may register two groups, onehalivision.

The sponsoring institution is expected to provide or more adult volunteers to serve as Readers and
Timers at the State Battle. The request for achllinteers will be included on the registratiomfior

C. Battle Teams

The members of a group from a sponsoring institutio notcompete as a team. Rather, participants
are assigned to provisional Battle teams in thegpfate division. These Battle teams consist of
members of different communities and schools. Membf the organizing committee randomly assign
registered participants to the Battle teams.

D. Registration
Information about registration will be posted oa thew Mexico Battle of the Books web site.
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I1. Battle Organization

A. Signlin
On Battle day, each group’s adult representatiezk$in at the registration table and picks up the
packet for the group. Individual participants di need to check in at the registration table.

Included in the group’s packet will be a list chmbe and room assignments. The adult representative
should give each participant his/her team assighmen

Participants should wait until opening announceséaie ended before going to the Battle rooms.

B. Balancing the Battle Teams

Members of the organizing committee randomly aseggjistered participants to the provisional Battle
teams ahead of time. On Battle day, dependingtirabattendance, some changes may be made to
team assignments in order to have balanced teams.

C. Battle Schedule

Each Battle team will participate in four Battlairmis. Prior to the day of the Battle, memberdef t
organizing committee prepare a schedule and ralydoaur each Battle team with a different opposing
team from the same division for each of the foounds.

D. Control Center

Members of the organizing committee staff the Galrfenter. Duties include making last-minute team
assignment changes in order to balance teamsdimmgwsubstitute questions as needed, settling any
challenges that are raised, and tabulating poiata &ll four rounds to declare the winners.

A complete set of the Battle books for both divisshall be on hand at the Control Center.

E. Scoring and Awards

After each round, the score sheets are deliverdltet@ontrol Center where they are tallied agath an
scores are recorded. Scores are totaled at thefehd fourth round. The team with the highest
cumulative score is the winner. First, second,tand place teams are recognized in each division.

Default: Any team that does not appear for a ronitidautomatically default to the opposing team.
Points will be awarded to the team that is preasnt that team had correctly answered all question
(that is, 84 points). No "stolen" points will beaded.

F. Officials

Each round should have two officials, the Readdrthe Timer. Both the Reader and the Timer should
clearly understand the process, procedures, aed afilthe rounds of play. Instructions are proditte
volunteers prior to the day of the Battle and agairihe day of the Battle.

G. Audience

Family members and friends are welcome to watctBttde rounds as space permits. Young children
who cannot remain still and quiet for 45 minuteallshot be permitted in the audience. To insure
fairness to all players, silence should be maietifor the duration of each Battle round, and all
applause should be held until the Reader statésndaound has concluded. No one from the audienc
may coach any team or team member or provide assvidnallenges are not to be prompted by
audience members. Any audience member who vidlagse rules will be asked to leave the room. No
food or drink except water is allowed in the rooms.
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1. Rulesof the Battle Rounds

A. Battle Questions

For each division, unique questions are writtenefach of the four rounds. Every effort is made to
balance the difficulty of these questions so tla@heeam will have an opportunity to succeed. alche
division, in any given round, the 24 gquestions dske the same regardless of the team pairings. (F
example, Teams E1 and E2 battling in Room #22eeiving the same questions as Teams E3 and E4
battling in Room # 23).

B. Scoring

Five points are awarded for the correct title. Tpeants are awarded for the correct author. Author
points are only awarded if the title has been adlyedentified. Stolen points are recorded in the
shaded portion of the score sheet.

C. Reader and Timer Rolesand Responsibilities

The Reader has the questions and answers foruhe.rorhe Reader reads the questions, listen®to th
answers, and determines whether the responserectoifhe Reader may consult with the Timer before
announcing the answer to be correct or incorrect.

The Timer has a stopwatch (or timepiece with aiseédmnd), the score sheet for the round, and a
pencil. The Timer keeps time and records the scbhe Timer also listens to the answers and may
consult with the Reader if necessary.

Both officials should have a copy of the Battleesuand a list of the titles and authors for eagtsidin.

A Reader or Timer may not officiate in the sameman which his or her own child is participatingan
Battle round. He/she should notify the Control teif that situation arises.

D. Preliminaries

Before the first round, teams should get acquaiatetiselect their Team Captains. Teams are
encouraged to rotate the Team Captain positiohegsrmove from round to round, however, this isanot
requirement.

Before each round, the Reader or Timer will useia toss to determine which team receives the first
guestion. The Timer will then record the team narslon the score sheet.

E. Who Givesthe Answer and How Do Other Team Members Participate?

The Team Captain is the only team member allowagivi® answers and call for a challenge if
necessarybut he/she is expected to consult with other tes@mbers before answering. Should any
team member other than the Team Captain provideswer, the officials will ignore the response and
continue to wait for the Team Captain’s resporSaly the Team Captain’s response will be considered
for judgment.

» The Team Captain may give the team’s answer asa®tme team has reached consensus and before
"TIME" has been called.

» If the Team Captain has begun his/her answer befosenultaneously with the calling of "TIME",
the Team Captain will be allowed to complete hisdreswer.

» If the Team Captain begins to give the answer bablmes unsure of part of the response, the Team
Captain may readdress his/her team members foficdéion as long as "TIME" has not yet been
called. The Team Captain may then complete theemnas long as he/she begins speaking before
“TIME” is called. Team members may not prompt Team Captain after “TIME” has been called.
Example if the Team Captain begins his/her answer w@tharlotte’s Web by..." and can’t
remember the author’'s name, he/she may readdressain to gather the additional information.
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I11. Rulesof the Battle Rounds, continued

F. Form of Answers

Each question is in the form “In which book...?"teat each answer is in the forfitle by Author”

» Atitle is considered correct even if mispronouncesilong as the officials can discern it.
That may mean that an incorrect article in the titlay be used or an answer may be slightly off
(such as Zekmet the Stone Cutter instead of Zekmee$Stone Carver).

 If the main title is given but the subtitle omitiede answer will still be deemed correct. For
example, if Meet Josephina: An American Girl was ¢bmplete title, simply Meet Josephina would
still be acceptable.

» The author’'s name should be given as it appeatseBattle of the Books list. Giving only the last
name of the author is acceptable.

* An author’'s name is considered correct even if noispunced, as long as the officials can discern it.

G. Reader Error

Should the Reader misread or mispronounce a partjaestion, the Reader may correct him/herself
and continue. If the Reader mistakenly gives tieer to the question, a new question will be
substituted. The substitute question will be paded by the Control Center.

H. Accessto Book Lists (Titlesand Authors)

During a round, participants may not have acce$sg¢@urrent year’s book lists in any farrfhis

means that participants’ and audience membersirisshay not feature any of the current year’s ok
as a part of the design on either the front otinek of the shirt.

|. Cell Phonesand Electronic Devices

Participants may not have cell phones or othettreleic devices with them during a Battle round.clsu
devices should be turned off and may be held byualience member or left with the Reader and Timer
for safekeeping. Audience members should turn tdedi phones off or to silent mode. Before making
or answering a call, an audience member shoulc|de Battle room.

J. Audience Interference

Should an audience member disclose an answerutstign will be eliminated and another question
substituted. The substitute question will be piedi by the Control Center. The offending audience
member will be excused from the room for the dorabtf the round.
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I11. Rulesof the Battle Rounds, continued

K. Procedurefor a Battle Round

Each team is given a chance to answer 12 questimhsiight have an opportunity to “steal” additional
points. The team that receives the first questidireceive all odd numbered questions, and tieot
team will receive all even numbered questionsa tfam misses its question and the opposing team
steals the points, the opposing team still receivesiext question as originally intended.

The Captain of the team receiving a question hase80nds to begin answering after the question has
been asked twice. The Captain of a team attemftifgfeal” points has 10 seconds to begin answerin
after the question has been repeated once. ThaiG@ap a team that wants to challenge an incorrect
title has 5 seconds to declare “CHALLENGE.”

Before beginning to read a question, the Readaridherify that the Timer is ready.
At the end of the round, the Timer tallies the p®#nd announces the final score for that round.

Step 1. Reading the question, listening to thevansand timing

The Reader reads the question twice, directingtihé¢ appropriate team and speaking carefully, Iglow
and loudly enough for all of the participants onbt@ams to hear. Then he/she listens for the @nsw
After the question has been read twice, the Tinegirs timing, while also listening for the answer.
After 20 seconds have passed, the timer annoud@esetonds remain” as a warning.

After 30 seconds have passed, the Timer says "TIidly and clearly.

Step 2. Ruling on the answer

If both the title and author are correct, go tps3a.

If the title is correct but the author is incorregd to step 3b.
If the title is incorrect, go to step 3c.

Step 3a. Title and author both correct

The Reader states, "That is correct.”

The Timer records 5 points for the correct titlel @points for the correct author.
When the Timer is ready, the Reader moves on tad¢Requestion (back to step 1).

Step 3b. Title correct but author incorrect

The Reader states, "The title is correct but thkaus incorrect.”

The Timer records 5 points for the correct titlel @nepares to time the “steal.”
The opponents are given the opportunity to “stda”author points (step 3b-1).

Step 3b-1. Stealing Author Points
The Reader addresses the opposing team and reagigdastion one time.

After the question has been read, the Timer begmag.
After 10 seconds have passed, the Timer calls "TIME

If the opposing Team Captain gives the correct@uibfore or simultaneously with the calling of
"TIME", the Reader states, “That is correct.” ahd Timer records 2 “stolen” points for the
opposing team. When the Timer is ready, the Read&es on to the next question.

If the opposing Team Captain gives_an incorredt@uthe Reader states, “That is incorrect.” The
Timer does not record any points. The Reader tevka correct author and, when the Timer is
ready, moves on to the next question (back to Bxep
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I11. Rulesof the Battle Rounds, continued
K. Procedurefor a Battle Round, continued

Step 3c. Title is incorrect (author correct orarrect)
Reminder: if the title is incorrect, the officiaigore the author. Author points are not awardé¢ae
incorrect title has been given.

The Reader states, "I'm sorry, that is incorratte will wait 5 seconds before asking the other téfais
guestion".
The Timer tracks the time and allows 5 secondsass fpefore calling “TIME.”

If the Team Captain who gave the incorrect titigssS&CHALLENGE” within the 5-second time period,
the officials pause the round to deal with the leémgle as described in Section L below.

If the Team Captain does not issue a challengegpbesing team now has a chance to "steal" both the
title and the author points (step 3c-1).

Step 3c-1. Stealing Title and Author Points
The Reader addresses the opposing team and reagisdastion one time.

After the question has been read, the Timer begmag.
After 10 seconds have passed, the Timer calls "TIME

If the opposing Team Captain gives the correat titid authobefore or simultaneously with the
calling of "TIME", the Reader states, “That is @ut.” and the Timer records a total of 7 "stolen"
points for the opposing team. When the Timer églye the Reader moves on to the next question
(back to step 1).

If the Team Captain gives the correct title buiranorrect authqrthe Reader states, “The title is
correct, but the author is incorrect.” The Timecards 5 "stolen” points for the opposing teame Th
Reader reveals the correct author and, when therTisiready, moves on to the next question (back
to step 1).

If the Team Captain gives an incorrect ti@ed either a correct or incorrect author), thadee
states, “That is incorrect. We will wait 5 secotha$ore proceeding.
The Timer tracks the time and allows 5 secondsass pefore calling “TIME.”

If the Team Captain who gave the incorrect tithigssSCHALLENGE” within the 5-second time
period, the officials pause the round to deal whih challenge as described in Section L below.

If the Team Captain does not issue a challengeR#aeler reveals the correct answer and the Timer
records no “stolen” points (even if the author wasect). When the Timer is ready, the Reader
moves on to the next question (back to step 1).
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I11. Rulesof the Battle Rounds, continued

L. Challenges

Questions are written to minimize the possibilityrmre than one title being a correct response and
therefore to minimize the need for challenges. éyheless, a challenge may be made by a team that
has significant cause to do so.

If the Reader has declared a title incorrect batt#am feels strongly that their answer is nevéatise
correct, the team may challenge the decision.

* Only the Team Captain may declare a challenge.

» The Team Captain must state “CHALLENGE” during Hisecond pause that is provided after the
Reader announces that the response was incorrect.

* A Team Captain may only issue a challenge witlusea’ In other words, the Team Captain must
provide a brief explanation of why his/her teamddhat its answer is correct. If necessary he/she
may consult with team members to clarify the ratlerafter the challenge has been called, but the
Team Captain must be the one to communicate tlomede to the Reader and Timer.

* A Team Captain can only make a challenge to a guredirected to his/her own team.

Other team members and audience members may hédrcalchallenge.
» If any team member other than the Captain callsACHENGE", the challenge will be ignored
unless the Captain calls "CHALLENGE" before "TIME"called.
» If any member of the audience calls "CHALLENGE'g tthallenge will not be allowed.

After the Reader and Timer have deemed a challenige with cause, the challenge is sent on a
challenge form or called in to the Control Centgnere a decision will be made.

Play ceases until a decision is received, and sudsion is permitted in the room while awaiting th
reply. Upon receiving the decision from the Coh@enter, the Reader shares it with the teamsland t
audience. The decision is final.
 If the challenge was acceptdte points are awarded to the team that issueedttallenge, and the
round continues.
 |If the challenge was denigplay continues. If the team that issued thelehgk was the original
team to receive the question, the opponents maytnotw steal the points. If the team that issued
the challenge was attempting to steal the poinesReader moves on to the next question.
 If the ruling was indeterminat@ new question will be sent and addressed ttetira that issued
the challenge. Note: If the team that issued ttalenge was trying to “steal” points and thendail
to answer the substituted question correctly, fh@osing team will nobe offered the chance to
steal points for the substituted question.

M. Challenging the Author

Teams are not allowed to challenge the ruling oawthor. If the Reader and/or Timer have any neaso
to suspect that an incorrect author was giveneratiswer key, they may consult their list of therext
year’s titles and authors and correct the answgrikeecessary.

Decisions made by the Readers, Timers, and the Control Center arefinal.
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