CITY OF BELEN
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
ORDINANCE #2022-05
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2020-03 ENTITLED VACANT OR
FORELOSED STRUCTURE and REGISTRATION FEE
Chapter 15.14 -VACANT OR FORECLOSED STRUCTURE REGISTRATION
15.14.010 - Short title.
This chapter shall be known and cited as the city of Belen Vacant or Foreclosed Structure
Registration Ordinance.
15.14.020 - Purpose.
Due to various economic conditions, certain properties have become vacant and
unsupervised. This, in turn, leads to an increased instance of unsecured or open windows
a.,id doors, broken water pipes, theft of metals and other materials, illegal dumping, and
vermin activity at and around such structures. In many cases, the interiors of the structures
have been damaged by the former occupants or trespassers. Unsupervised vacant properties
have � negative impact on surrounding properties and the neighborhoods in which they are
located: Owners of such properties are often difficult to locate or contact due to absentee
landowners or changes in owner(s), financing agencies or lien holders. The ability of the
city of Belen to fulfill its obligations to the citizens of Belen is enhanced when the city of
Belen has the current name, address, and telephone number for persons or entities holding
an interest in vacant or foreclosed properties in Belen.
15.14.030 - Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases are defined as follows:
"Commercial" means a structure that is generally used for conducting business and/or is
situated in an area zoned for commercial purposes and uses.
"Foreclosed structure" means a residential or commercial structure on property for
which any mortgage or tax foreclosure with respect to such property has been initiated.
Foreclosure is a legal process that allows lenders or lien holders to recover the amount
owed on a defaulted loan or lien by taking ownership of and selling the mortgaged or
lien recorded property.
Ordinance 1012-06: Property Maintenance Code: IPMC" means the current edition of the
International Property Maintenance Code, as published by the International Code Council, as it
exists at the time of the adoption of this chapter or as it may be amended in the future by the

