BELEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 15, 2019
6:00 p.m.

Mayor Jerah Cordova called the Regular Meeting of the Belen City Council to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll Call taken by Brian McBain, City Clerk. 

PRESENT:				Councilor Ronnie Torres 
Mayor Pro-Wayne Gallegos
					Mayor Jerah R. Cordova
					Councilor David Carter
Councilor Frank F. Ortega
					
NOT PRESENT:			?

CITY MANAGER:			Leona Vigil

CITY CLERK:			Amanda Tenorio	

REPORTER:				Clara Garcia, VC News Bulletin

OTHERS:				See attached Sign-in Sheet

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Cordova led the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Councilor Gallegos made a motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to approve the minutes dated July 1, 2019 as presented. Councilor Gallegos made a motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried

PUBIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Cordova asked if there was anyone with a public comment. 

Annette Arrellano-Gold Star Mom-She expressed gratitude to Councilor’s Frank Ortega, and Wayne Gallegos and rest of Council for working so hard on the Veteran Memorial.  She is honored to have the name of Councilors Ortega’s nephews on the building.  

Karen Arrellano-Gold Star Sister-She is very appreciated that the VA Memorial and has no problem with the naming of the building.

PRESENTATIONS

A) Employee of the Quarter
Presented by Mayor Pro-Tem Wayne Gallegos-Elizabeth Gonzales has been nominated for this quarter.  

B) Belen Art District Kick-Off Event
Presented by Josh Kern, Recreation Director-Josh presented Council and staff behind the scene set-up information i.e. Face Book, street closings, food trucks, Rail Runner, staff, fire department, police.  Mayor Cordova had a map of the events happening on Saturday and Sunday. 

Mayor Pro-tem Wayne Gallegos-Commemorated Josh for his efforts for the planning and executing the plan for this 2 day even.  He also asked about the $800 to $1000 and wondering if this was approved or is pending approval?  
Mayor Cordova-Advised that the funding that has come out of the City is pretty minimal. Some costs are coming out of the Lodgers account that has been approved by that committee.  Mayor Cordova advised that Brian had started the initial process before he left.  
Councilor Ortega-asked if we were using any City Buildings and are we charging for the Vendors and where is that money going too? 
Mayor Cordova-Advised at this point there is no charge for Vendors, they will have street set up out of City Hall towards the East.  2 Vendors will be within Old City Hall, they have spent countless hours some renovation work I the building to help set up for the event, so in that sence it was an exchange for services.  Through the Flower art space using the big room inside main door, and west entrance door. 
Councilor Ortega-Question is because of the Ordinance passed by SHPO and all that to happen, are we supposed to notify SHPO? 
Mayor Cordova-That would be for exterior only.  We tried to get the $25,000.00 in funds that were available for an exterior renovation approved by SHPO ahead of the event, but got logged down in the process.
Councilor Ortega-I know you said Lodgers tax but which one did it come out of?  The Bugg Lights, Harvey House?  Are we going to have plenty of money for the other events that we are going have? 
Councilor Carter-That’s probably a question for Roseann.
Councilor Torres-He said that he did see the budget.  The budget has plenty of money.  When they do funding it’s given as a blanket fee, not $20 here $20 there for the different departments.
Councilor Carter-I don’t know if we can use Lodger money for Police and Fire?  This is for advertising and marketing.  My concern is that the Lodgers tax is supposed to make a presentation at least to the Council to where this money is going to be distributed. He asked if we had the monies for those events that are coming up. 
Mayor Cordova-Yes, the Lodger tax budget was discussed as part of our annual budget hearing which was approved.
Councilor Carter-Yes but not the distributions.  We need to be informed to remain transparent. 
Councilor Ortega-Is concerned to have funding with the Veterans Memorial. 
Mayor Cordova-Advised that we will have a Lodgers Tax presentation and have it scheduled. 
Councilor Ortega-Commemorated Josh for doing a great job at the 4th of July event, it was great success.

PUBLIC HEARING WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant application for the purchase of Police Vehicles, Presented by Roseann Peralta
Loan funds will be used towards replacement of our aging fleet at Police Department.

Mayor Cordova asked if there was any further discussion from the audience, there being no other discussion, Mayor Cordova closed the public hearing and opened up the floor to any Councilor comments or questions.  No further discussion from Councilors.

Amend the Ordinance of the Vacant or Foreclosed Structure Registration fee (Chapter 15.14), Presented by Leona Vigil
Council discussed the pros and cons of changing fee’s.  There was public input.
Mayor Cordova asked if there was any further discussion from the audience, there being no other discussion, Mayor Cordova closed the public hearing and opened up the floor to any Councilor comments or questions.  No further discussion from Councilors.


DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF the Historic Properties Committee Nominee, Mayor Jerah Cordova
Mayor Cordova advised that there was a resignation from committee by Sam Morag.  The Mayor found that Ernest Armijo of Belen.  Mayor Cordova has nominated Ernest Armijo.
Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Ortega made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Gallegos seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF Ordinance 2013-02 Amending the Vacant or foreclosed Structure Registration Fee (Chapter 15.14.), Leona Vigil
Motion to table.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made to table with direction to staff to form a committee that will make a proposal to Council.  Councilor Wayne Gallegos would like a comprehensive that were solid on and that the citizens agree on that we can all work on and not just rubber stamp this.  With a time, frame.
Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Gallegos made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Carter seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL OF Approval or Disapproval of FY2019 Year-End Budget Adjustments, Roseann Peralta
Roseann presented the budget to Council.  
Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Carter made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT
Leona Vigil reported the following:
· Community Maintenance Department ordered 25 tons of red millings for the Library and Municiple Court for landscaping.
· The Senior Citizens will be housed at the Business Center for next 2 weeks due to remolding at the kitchen. 
· National Night Out will be august 6th at 5pm 
· We do have 1 uncertified Police Officer going to the Academy starting August 19th. 
· Jardin de Belen, the plans are with Corbin they are doing the Flood Plain and grading the drainage.  That will be 100 lots per phase and there are 3 phases.
· Steve put in our PNM grant and Build it Grant
· Promoted 3 Lieutenants in the Fire Department, Justin Thomas, Kevin Turner, Julio Mares. 
· Charles Cox has now moved up in rank (3 bulges) 
· Fire Chief does suspect there is a fire bug in town, so keep an eye. 
· Map and Co-op we are applying for a seventh and gilbert, 3rd street, Washington and De Soto.
· The Company/Ross project we have sent out 47 letters with all the details of the project.
· We will be having a Special meeting on 7/29/19 to approve final budget for upcoming FY and Flood Plain Manager. 
· County Fair Parade is needing a permit.  Please let them know.  It was advised that Chamber does this. 
· Josh will be starting a Flag Football team.
· Danny from the Airport has received a new vehicle and Bertha will get the old organ truck. 
· Final stripping at the Airport will start next week. 
· Leona added that there were job offers for Maintenance position, full time Custodian, offer for full time Street Laborer, Offer for full time Clerk.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL
Councilor Torres reported, they have been working really hard on the opening of the Arts District.  Invited everyone out.
Councilor Wayne reported the following: 
· Veterans were honored at the Senior Center.  
· They brought Mr. Blea from the Los Lunas areas as he was overseas.  They had a couple of WWII Veterans as well as Korean War Veterans it was really special.  
· Wayne wanted to point out especially to Leona; that on 10th and Reinken that the walk path a lot of people are using it.  There is a concern is the speed for morning traffic.  Maybe we can put some more signs.  Councilor Carter suggested that we should put a cross-walk. 
· Some of the employees came forward regarding the incentive raises that were put on hold.  The water levels and CDLs they should get that incentive pay.  Leona will look at unfreezing.

Councilor Carter-reported 7/3/19 they had a big Flood Plain Meeting with a lot of confused faces.  Hopefully this will get resolved.
Councilor Ortega reported the following:
· Advised there was a mistake on the bricks.  This will be re-done.  
· They are working on the west side of wall.  
· They are planning on putting 21 trees, in representation of the 21-gun salute.  
· They are going out on bids to make sure we have funding for that.  They are working on the big Veterans Memorial sign, San Bar will be doing this and will be donating it.  
· The Signage for Veterans to tell people where it’s at is in the works, and they will look into getting another sign for the City of Belen.  
· At the Eagle park they received $300K on the soccer field were going to have to come up with when they are going to do that.  The baseball field in in dire need, 1 field is infested with prairie dogs and gofers.  We need to see how we move forward on this, it will be a friendly removal.  We are late on planting this year, and we need to determine when we can plant the seedlings.  We did get that funding thanks for Councilor Gallegos, plus we did get a 1.7 million for flood control.  We are also working on saving 1-2% for money to be put aside for art at the Veterans Memorial.  Not sure if we will need a committee he will check with Rosanne.  
· We are going out for a phase 3 for addition to the Memorial to add a cafeteria, lounge area, to finish bathroom for handicap access, along with fencing.  
· He received a call regarding 13th Marcus Road with high water bill, can this be looked into?

Mayor Cordova reported the following: 
· July 9th had a meeting with new Superintendent, talking about for old MOU’s and how they are going to update.  This information has been given to Leona so we can get them updated. 
· On the 12th we had City Clerk interviews and will be bringing this to Council at future meeting. 
· The big game with City of Albuquerque, we lost by 2 but it was a good time.  Now we are 1 and 1, they want to do a night game here in Belen sometime in next year. 



ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to adjourn tonight’s Regular Council Meeting. Councilor Carter made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: 
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes
Councilor Frank Ortega	Yes	Motion Carried


								_____________________________________________
								Jerah Cordova, Mayor


________________________________________________
Amanda Tenorio, City Clerk/Treasurer
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