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Letter of Introduction 

 

Dear Candidate, 

Thank you for your interest in serving as an elected official for the City of Belen.  This packet serves to 

answer questions and guide you through the process of running your campaign and declaring your candidacy.  

Municipal elections are administered through the Office of the City Clerk and the Clerk or Deputy Clerk is 

available to answer any questions you have not covered by this handbook. 

The City of Belen is a service-focused government that responds to the needs of the residents and businesses 

of our community. The City operates under the mayor-council-manager form of government. There are three 

classifications of elected officials including: Mayor (elected at large), Council Members (4 total members 

elected at large), and Municipal Judge (elected at large). 

The City of Belen currently has an estimated population of 7,122 residents. If you are running for Mayor, City 

Council or Municipal Judge, all eligible voters may cast a vote for you. 

Many questions that are not specifically covered in this handbook can be found using online resources.  

Please visit the City’s Web site at, http://www.belen-nm.gov/, the City’s online municipal code at, 

https://library.municode.com/nm/belen/codes/code_of_ordinances, and the City’s election information at, 

http://www.belen-nm.gov/election-information.aspx. 

Please review all the pages of this handbook, paying particular attention to the requirements for declaring 

your candidacy, campaign sign information, and the forms required. The Office of the City Clerk has 

provided you with all forms required and are contained in this packet. 

We wish you success on your journey.  Please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk’s Office with any additional 

questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

 

Leona Vigil, CMC 

City Manager/City Clerk 
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Qualifications of Candidates 

Qualifications Required to Run for Municipal Office 
All candidates must meet the following basic requirements to run for municipal office: 

 Be a resident of the City (see additional explanation below) 

 Be over 18 years of age 

 Be a qualified voter of the City of Belen. You may register to vote or receive more information by 
contacting the Valencia County Clerk’s Office. 

 Have no felony convictions 
 

Residency Requirements 
All candidates must reside within the municipal boundaries of the City of Belen. There are no requirements 
for the amount of time a candidate must reside within the City, or a particular district, prior to being eligible 
to run for municipal office; however, it is required that the candidate reside within the City (and applicable 
district) at the time they file their declaration of candidacy with the City Clerk. 
 

Candidate Packets 
Packet will contain the required information that you will need during your candidacy. The Packet attached to 
this document will contain information on the following: 

 Election Resolution 

 Important Dates 

 Declaration of Candidacy Form 

 Declaration of Candidacy Form (Write-in) 

 Candidacy Withdrawal Form 

 Candidacy Withdrawal Form (Write-in) 

 Affidavit Authorizing Declaration of Candidacy 

 Campaign Sign Application 

 Campaign Sign Ordinance 

 VC News Bulletin: Candidate Information Form 

 State of NM Election Code for Municipalities (2017) 
 

Declaration of Candidacy 

Date/Required Documents 
All candidates must declare their candidacy on the 56th day preceding the election (January 9, 2018), by 
filing the following information with the Office of the City Clerk, at Belen City Hall, between the hours of 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m.: 
 

 Declaration of Candidacy form (provided by the City Clerk) 

 Certified copy of the candidate’s voter registration 
(A certified copy of your voter registration may be obtained from the Valencia County Clerk) 

 

Write-in Candidacy 
If you miss the deadline to declare your candidacy as described above, you may register as a write-in candidate 
meaning you will be eligible to run, but your name will not appear on the ballot.  All write-in candidates must 
declare their candidacy on the 49th day preceding the election, (January 16, 2018) by filing the following 
information with the Office of the City Clerk, at Belen City Hall, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.: 
 

 Declaration of Candidacy form (provided by the City Clerk) 

 Certified copy of the candidate’s voter registration 
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(A certified copy of your voter registration may be obtained from the Valencia County Clerk) 
 

Withdrawal of Candidacy 
If you declare your candidacy and subsequently wish to withdraw your name from consideration, you must 
file an affidavit in the City Clerk's office on a form provided by the City Clerk expressing your intent to 
withdraw.  The deadline to withdraw candidacy for those who filed to have their name appear on the ballot is 
49 days prior to the election (January 16, 2018 at 5:00 pm).  Those who declared as write-in candidates must 
withdraw their candidacy no later than 35 days prior to the election (January 30, 2018 at 5:00 pm). 
 

Campaigning 

Signs 
The ordinance and application is contained in this packet, please review and file as soon as possible.  If you 
have any questions on this ordinance or application process, please contact the Office of the City Clerk or the 
Planning and Zoning Department. 
 

Election 

Voting 
Regular municipal elections take place on the first Tuesday of March in even numbered years. (March 6, 
2018) Voters may vote in-person between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.  In addition, voters may vote by 
requesting an absentee ballot beginning 35 days before Election Day or they may vote early in-person in the 
Office of the City Clerk beginning 20 days before the election during business hours. 
 

Voting Convenience Centers 
The City of Belen consolidates all of its precincts into 2 voting convenience centers.  Voters may vote at The 
Belen Community Center or the Belen Public Library. 
 

Photo ID to Vote 
NO photo ID will be required to vote. 
 
 
 

*We wish you the best of luck in you venture for public office, if we can answer any question you 
may have, please do not hesitate to contact is in the City of Belen Clerk’s Office, or stop by City Hall 

during regular business hours, thank you.* 



 

2018 CALL TO ELECTION RESOLUTION 

 

CITY OF BELEN 

 

Resolution No. 2017-28 
 

 

Be it resolved by the governing body of the City of Belen that: 

 

A. A regular municipal election for the election of municipal officers shall be held on 

March 6, 2018.  Polls will open at 7:00 A.M. and close at 7:00 P.M. 

 

B. At the regular municipal election, persons shall be elected to fill the following elective 

offices: 

 

1. ONE Mayor for a four year term. 

 

2. ONE Councilor for a four year term. 

 

3. ONE Councilor for a four year term. 

 

 4. ONE Municipal Judge for a four year term. 

 

C. All precincts are consolidated for the regular municipal election. 

 

D. The following locations are designated as polling places for the conduct of the regular 

municipal election: 

  

1. Voters in all precincts may vote at the Belen Community Center located at 305 

Eagle Lane, Belen, NM. 87002. 

 

2. Voters in all precincts may vote at the Belen Public Library located at 333 

Becker Avenue, Belen, NM. 87002. 

 

E.   Absentee Voting.  Applications for absentee ballots may be obtained only from the office 

of the Municipal Clerk.  All applications for an absentee ballot must be completed and 

accepted by the Municipal Clerk prior to 5:00 p.m., March 2, 2018.  After 5:00 p.m. on 

March 2, 2018, all unused absentee ballots will be publicly destroyed by the Municipal 

Clerk.  The Municipal Clerk will accept completed absentee ballots delivered by mail, or 

in person by the voter casting the absentee ballot, by a member of the voter’s immediate 

family, or by the caregiver to the voter until 7:00 p.m. on March 6, 2018. 

 

Absentee ballots may be marked in person in the office of the Municipal Clerk during 

the regular hours and days of business, beginning on Tuesday, January 30, 2018 and 

closing at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2018. 

 

F. Early Voting.  Early voting on paper ballots counted by electronic vote tabulator will 

be conducted in the office of the Municipal Clerk during the regular hours and days of 

business, beginning on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 and closing at 5:00 p.m. on 

Friday, March 2, 2018. 

 

G. Persons desiring to register to vote at the regular municipal election must register with 

the County Clerk of Valencia County not later than Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 5:00 

P.M., the date on which the County Clerk will close registration books. 

 



 

H.             All Declarations of Candidacy shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk on Tuesday, 

               January 9, 2018 between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

 

I.             The casting of votes by qualified municipal electors shall be recorded on paper ballots 

                and counted by electronic vote tabulators. 

 

 

Adopted and approved by the Belen City Council this 20th day of November, 2017. 

 

 

Published in accordance with 3-8-26A NMSA 1978, in the VC News Bulletin on 11/30/2017. 

 

 

cc: Belen City Clerk 

 County Clerk 

 Secretary of State 



DATES    

 

 

CITY OF BELEN NM 

2018 Municipal Election 

        

 Useful dates for candidates - state rules 

 

    
  

√ 1/9/2018 Candidate filing day by 5:00 pm (56th day preceding the election).  (3-8-27A-F) 

√ 1/10/2018 Municipal Clerk shall determine whether the declaration of candidacy shall be certified (55th day preceding the election). (3-8-27G) 

√ 1/11/2018 Municipal Clerk shall post by 9:00 a.m. (54th day preceding election) a list of the certified candidates & those that were not certified with reasons. (3-8-27H) 

√ 1/11/2018 In the presence of the certified candidates (54th day preceding election) the Municipal Clerk shall administer an impartial and fair drawing by lot to determine the  

order in which the candidates for each office shall be listed on the ballot. (3-8-29A) 

√ 1/16/2018 Candidate withdrawal - last day by 5:00 p.m.  (49th day preceding the election)  (3-8-27I) 

√ 1/16/2018 Write in candidate filing day by 5:00 p.m.  (49 days prior to election)  (3-8-27L1, 2) 

√ 1/17/2018 Municipal Clerk shall certify (48 days prior to election) those individuals who have satisfied the requirements as declared write-in candidates. (3-8-27L3) 

√ 1/18/2018 Municipal Clerk shall post by 9:00 a.m. (47 days prior to election) a list of the certified write-in candidates & those that were not certified with reasons. (3-8-27L4) 

√ 1/30/2018 Write in candidate withdrawal - last day by 5:00 p.m. (35 days prior to election)  (3-8-27L5) 

√ 3/2/2018 Last day to appoint a challenger etc by 5:00 p.m. (4 days prior to election)  (3-8-31B) 

√ 3/5/2018 Last day for governing body to appoint a qualified elector to serve as observer, by 3:00 pm on the day before the election. (3-8-31K) 

√ 3/12/2018 Candidate elected shall personally appear before the Municipal Clerk to sign a written statement acknowledging receipt of the certificate of election &  

acknowledging that he/she is legally qualified to hold office, by 7:00 p.m. on the sixth day following the election.  (3-8-33A&B & 14-13-3)  

√ 3/19/2018 Organizational meeting of governing body in special or regular session, not earlier than 6th day after election or no later than 21st day after election,  

( 3-8-33H, 3-11-5) 

√ 4/11/2018 Last date to object in district court, no later than 30 days from issuance of cert of election (3-8-63C) 

  
       

  

 
  

 

       
  

Useful dates for voters 

 

     
  

√ 1/30/2018 First day absentee ballots can be issued/mailed to voters whose applications have been approved, not earlier than 35 days prior to the election. (3-9-4L&M) 

√ 2/6/2018 County Clerk closes voter registration, by 5:00 p.m. on the 28th day immediately preceding any election.  (1-4-8A1) 

√ 2/14/2018 First day for early voting using voting machines/electronic vote tabulators (20 days prior to election)  (3-8-37.1A) 

√ 3/2/2018 Last day for early voting using machine/tabulators (3-8-37.1A) 

√ 3/2/2018 Last day absentee ballots can be issued/mailed out to voters, no later than 5 pm on the Friday immediately prior to the date of the election.        (3-9-4M) 

√ 3/2/2018 Last day to issue replacement absentee ballots (3-9-13B) 

√ 3/6/2018 Election Day 



 

  
       

  

 
  

 

       
  

 

 

Useful dates for precinct workers 

 

     
  

√ 1/16/2018 Precinct Board appointed by governing body, not less than 35 days before the election (3-8-19(C)    

√ 1/30/2018 First day absentee ballots may  be issued/mailed to voters, including Federal qualified electors & overseas voters (35 days prior to election)  (3-9-4L & M) 

√ 2/14/2018 First day for early voting using voting machines/electronic vote tabulators in Municipal Clerk's office (20 days before election) (3-8-

37.1A) 

   
  

√ 2/15/2018 Notice of election training to poll workers, must be done no later than 7 days prior to day of training. (3-8-21A-D)   

√ 3/1/2018 Municipal Clerk conducts or causes to be conducted an election training for precinct workers which shall be open to public (5) days prior to election.  

(3-8-21A) 

√ 3/2/2018 Last day for early voting using voting machine;/tabulator, by 5:00 p.m. (Friday before the election) (3-8-37.1A)   

√ 3/5/2018 Municipal Clerk must have prepared ID badges for qualified challengers, watchers and alternates, by 3:00 p.m. on the day prior to election.   (3-8-31C) 

√ 3/5/2018 Municipal Clerk swears in presiding judge and causes election supplies, voting machine/tabulator keys, ballot box, ballot box keys, and other election  

Materials to be delivered to the presiding judge; not earlier than noon on the day before the election and not later than 1 hour prior to the opening of  

the polls (between Mar. 3, 2014 at noon and Mar. 4, 2014 at 6:00 a.m.) (3-8-38A&B) 

√ 4/5/2018 Precinct workers shall be compensated, within 30 days following election (Mar. 4, 2014 - Apr. 3, 2014). (1-2-16 & 3-8-19F,G)   

  
       

  



COUNTY OF VALENCIA   ) 

      )  ss. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO   ) 

 

CITY OF BELEN 

 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 

 

I, ______________________, being first duly sworn upon my oath do hereby state for my 

affidavit that: 

 

I, ______________________, hereby declare that I am a candidate for the office of 

______________________ for a four year term to be elected at the regular municipal election to 

be held on March 6, 2018. 

 

I affirm that I currently reside at                                                                  _________ New 

Mexico.       (Address, City, Zip) 

 

I affirm that my name and resident address as stated in this Declaration of Candidacy are identical 

to my name and resident address as stated in my affidavit of registration on file with the county 

clerk of Valencia County, New Mexico. 

 

I affirm that I am eligible and legally qualified to hold the office for which I have declared my 

candidacy. 

 

   I affirm that I have not been convicted of a felony.  

 

-OR- 

 

   I affirm that I have been convicted of a felony, which my elective franchise has been restored, 

and, I have been granted a pardon or a certificate by the Governor restoring my full rights of 

citizenship. 

 

I affirm that I, or my authorized representative, shall contact the office of the municipal clerk 

during normal business hours on January 11, 2018 to ascertain whether the municipal clerk has 

certified my declaration of candidacy as valid. 

 

I affirm that I, or my authorized representative, can be reached at the following for purposes of 

receiving notice:        or      . 

 

I affirm that this declaration of candidacy is an affidavit under oath and that any false statement 

knowingly made herein constitutes a fourth degree felony under the laws of New Mexico. 

 

 

   

 ________________________________ 

        Signature of Candidate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of ___________, 20_____. 

 

 

 

My Commission Expires: 

 

 

_____________________  

           ______________________________________ 

                  Notary Public 

 

 

 Received in the office of the Municipal Clerk at ______ (A.M./P.M.) on the _______ 

day of ___________, 20_____. 

 

 

 

        

 _____________________________________ 

             Municipal Clerk 



COUNTY OF VALENCIA   ) 

      )  ss. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO   ) 

 

 

CITY OF BELEN 

 

DECLARATION OF WRITE-IN CANDIDACY 
 

 

I, _______________________, being first duly sworn upon my oath do hereby state for my 

affidavit that: 

 

I, _________________, hereby declare that I am a write-in candidate for the office of 

_______________________ for a four year term to be elected at the regular municipal election to 

be held on March 6, 2018. 

 

I affirm that I currently reside at                                                                       _____, New Mexico. 

         (Address, City, Zip) 

  

I affirm that my name and resident address as stated in this Declaration of Write-In Candidacy are 

identical to my name and resident address as stated in my affidavit of registration on file with the 

county clerk of Valencia County, New Mexico. 

 

I affirm that I am eligible and legally qualified to hold the office for which I have declared my 

write-in candidacy. 

 

   I affirm that I have not been convicted of a felony. 

 

-OR- 

 

   I affirm that I have been convicted of a felony, which my elective franchise has been restored, 

and, I have been granted a pardon or a certificate by the Governor restoring my full rights of 

citizenship. 

 

I affirm that I, or my authorized representative, shall contact the office of the municipal clerk 

during normal business hours on January 18, 2018 to ascertain whether the municipal clerk has 

certified my declaration of write-in candidacy as valid. 

 

I affirm that I, or my authorized representative, can be reached at the following for purposes of 

receiving notice:          or      . 

 

I affirm that this declaration of write-in candidacy is an affidavit under oath and that any false 

statement knowingly made herein constitutes a fourth degree felony under the laws of New 

Mexico. 

 

         _______________________________ 

         Signature of Write-In Candidate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Subscribed and sworn to before me this _______ day of ____________________, 

20_____. 

 

 

My Commission Expires: 

 

 

_____________________             

 

__________________________________ 

            Notary Public 

 

 

Received in the office of the Municipal Clerk at _________ (A.M./P.M.) on the __________ day 

of _____________, 20_____. 

 

 

 

 

            

       Municipal Clerk 



 

CITY OF BELEN 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY 
 

 

COUNTY OF VALENCIA   ) 

      )  ss. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO   ) 

 

 

I,    , being first duly sworn upon my oath do hereby state for my affidavit 

that: 

I,                                    , hereby withdraw as a candidate for the office of ____________    
         (Name of Candidate) 

for a four year term in the election scheduled for March 6, 2018 and that I hereby  

revoke my Declaration of Candidacy filed with the Municipal Clerk on January 9, 2018. 

 

 

Signed______________________________________ 
            Signature of Candidate 

 

 

 Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of ____________, 20______. 

 

 

 

     

 ___________________________  
             Notary Public 

 

 

My Commission Expires: 

 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

 Received in the office of the Municipal Clerk at __________ (A.M./P.M.) on the 

______ day of ________________, 20_____. 

 

      

 Signed________________________________ 
           Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 



 

 

CITY OF BELEN 

 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF WITHDRAWAL OF WRITE-IN CANDIDACY 
 

 

COUNTY OF VALENCIA   ) 

      )  ss. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO   ) 

 

 

 

I, _________________, being first duly sworn upon my oath do hereby state for my affidavit 

that: 

 

I,  , hereby withdraw as a write-in candidate for the office of _________________  
  (Name of Candidate) 
 

for a four year term in the election scheduled for March 6, 2018 and that I hereby irrevocably 

revoke my Declaration of Write-In Candidacy filed with the Municipal Clerk on January 16, 

2018. 

 

  

      

 Signed______________________________________ 
             Signature of Write-In Candidate 

 

 

 Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of _____________, 20______. 

 

 

            

          
          Notary Public 

 

My Commission Expires: 

 

 

_____________________ 

 

 

Received in the office of the Municipal Clerk at __________ (A.M./P.M.) on the ______ day of 

________________, 20_____. 

 

 

 

      

 Signed________________________________ 
         Municipal Clerk 



AFFIDAVIT AUTHORIZING FILING OF 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 
 

 

 

 

COUNTY OF VALENCIA   ) 

      )  ss. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO   ) 

 

 

 

I, _________________, being first duly sworn upon my oath do hereby state for my affidavit that  

 

I hereby appoint and authorize ______________________, who resides at ________________,  

 

New Mexico to file my declaration of candidacy for me with the office of the Municipal Clerk of  

 

 the City of Belen. 

 

 

      

 _____________________________________ 

           Signature of Candidate 

 

 

 

 

 Subscribed and sworn to me before this _____ day of ________, 20_____. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 _____________________________________ 

              Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

My Commission Expires: 

 

 

______________________ 



Campaign Sign 
Application 

 

Applicant Information 

Name  

Street Address  

City ST ZIP Code  

Home Phone  

Work Phone  

E-Mail Address  

Sign Locations 

Estimated total number of signs that will be made, handed-out or posted=_____ 

Do you plan on having signs placed in the following areas: (Check all that apply) 

 

___ Residential Homes (Private Property) 

 

___ Commercial Buildings (Private Property) 

 

*The responsible party and/or a private property owner, as applicable, shall be responsible for 
code compliance of all campaign signs located on property covered by this code.* 

Sign Policy 

Please initial here certifying that you have received a copy of the Current City of Belen Sign Ordinance: _________ 

Agreement and Signature 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand that 
any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations made by me on this application may result 
in violation of the City of Belen Ordinance # 17.58.090 and could result in fine and/or punishment. 

Name (printed)  

Signature  

Date  

 

Authorizing Signature 

Applicant has deposited the campaign sign permit fee and has submitted the correct documentation 
needed. 

Name, Title Brian McBain, City of Belen-Deputy City Clerk 

Signature  

Date  

Payment 

The responsible party shall post a deposit with the city clerk in the following amounts in order to 

guarantee removal of all campaign signs covered by the permit following the election:  



 

a. Non-partisan elections—individual candidates: $100.00  

b. Partisan elections—individual candidates: $100.00  

c. Partisan elections—political party permit: $500.00  

d. Issues—organization: $500.00  

e. Issues—property owner: $100.00  

f. All elections—registered or unregistered PAC: $500.00  

 

*Within ten (10) days following Election Day, all campaign signs shall be removed from the 
areas covered by the permit. Upon certification by the code enforcement officer of compliance, 
the clerk shall refund the deposit to the responsible party. The responsible party shall forfeit the 
deposit if all campaign signs have not been removed within said period. Any campaign signs 
remaining following said ten-day period shall be deemed abandoned, subject to removal and 
disposal by the city.* 

 

 



 

17.58.090 - Campaign Signs Ordinance 

A. Definitions. [The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:]  

 

"Campaign sign" means any sign, as defined in section 17.58.20, that contains the name of, image of, 

or any message regarding a candidate in any election or that contains a message or identification of an issue 

in any election.  

"Campaign sign, small" means any campaign sign not exceeding four (4) square feet.  

"Campaign sign, large" means any campaign sign larger than four (4) square feet, and shall include 

banners of all sizes.  

"Election" means any primary, general or special election governed by the state election code, NMSA 

1978, Chapter 1, any regular or special municipal election, and any regular or special election of a school 

district or other special district.  

"Election day" means the actual day of election as specified by law for any type of election.  

"Issue" means any ballot question other than a candidate, including, but not limited to, constitutional 

amendments, bond questions, tax questions, initiatives or referenda.  

"Responsible party" means the representative of any candidate or of any issue who shall be responsible 

for obtaining a sign permit and for compliance with the provisions of this code. A political action committee 

("PAC"), whether officially registered or not, may be a responsible party.  

B. Responsible Party.  

1. Partisan Candidates. For any candidate of a major or minor political party, the chairperson of the 

county political party or the chairperson's designee shall be presumed to be the responsible party, 

provided, that the candidate may agree to be the responsible party. In the absence of a county 

chairperson or designee, the candidate shall be the responsible party. The chair or the chair's 

designee may obtain a single permit for all candidates or for designated candidates in a given 

election.  

 

2. Non-Partisan Candidates. For any candidate that is listed on a ballot without party affiliation, the 

candidate or the candidate's designee shall be presumed to be the responsible party.  

 

3. Issues. For any issue, the responsible party shall be presumed to be, in order:  

a. The person designated by the organization sponsoring the sign;  

b. The person designated as treasurer on any form filed with the secretary of state;  

c. The person, if any, whose name appears on the sign as treasurer or representative; or  



d. The owner of the property on which the sign is located.  

 

C. Permit Required.  

 

1. All campaign signs displayed within the city limits shall conform to the definition of either a 

small campaign sign or a large campaign sign.  

 

2. Except as exempted herein, the responsible party shall obtain a permit, on a form provided by 

the city clerk, prior to placement of any campaign signs on any property. The clerk shall 

provide the responsible party with a copy of the rules regulating campaign signs at the time of 

issuing the permit, or at the time of registration for any municipal election, whichever is earlier.  

 

 

3. The responsible party shall post a deposit with the city clerk in the following amounts in order 

to guarantee removal of all campaign signs covered by the permit following the election:  

a. Non-partisan elections—individual candidates:       $100.00  

b. Partisan elections—individual candidates:       100.00  

c. Partisan elections—political party permit:       500.00  

d. Issues—organization:       500.00  

e. Issues—property owner:       100.00  

f. All elections—registered or unregistered PAC:       500.00  

 

4. The responsible party and/or a private property owner, as applicable, shall be responsible for 

code compliance of all campaign signs located on property covered by this code.  

 

5. The code enforcement officer shall notify the responsible party and/or the property owner, as 

applicable, of violations of the provisions of this code. Upon failure of the responsible party or 

the property owner to resolve the violation within the time specified in the notice, the code 

enforcement officer may issue a citation to the responsible party, the property owner, or both.  

 

6. Within ten (10) days following election day, all campaign signs shall be removed from the areas 

covered by the permit. Upon certification by the code enforcement officer of compliance, the 

clerk shall refund the deposit to the responsible party. The responsible party shall forfeit the 

deposit if all campaign signs have not been removed within said period. Any campaign signs 

remaining following said ten-day period shall be deemed abandoned, subject to removal and 

disposal by the city.  

 

D. Display of Campaign Signs.  

 

1. Period of Display. The permit shall authorize the display of campaign signs not sooner than 

thirty (30) days prior to Election Day, and shall expire at the end of the tenth day following 

Election Day.  

 

2. Location. Campaign signs may be displayed during the authorized period only on private 

property.  

 

a. Campaign signs shall be located in a manner as not to obscure or otherwise interfere with 

the effectiveness of an official traffic sign, signal or device, and as not to obstruct or interfere 



with a driver's view of approaching, merging or intersecting traffic. Any sign placed in 

violation of these provisions shall be subject to immediate removal, without notice, by the 

city.  

b. No campaign sign shall extend over any right-of-way or any sidewalk.  

c. All campaign signs shall be either free-standing or affixed to a permanent structure, such as 

a building or wall, but shall not be affixed to any publicly-owned structure, such as a fence, 

wall or pole.  

 

3. Small campaign signs located on improved, residentially zoned property shall be subject to the 

provisions of this code, but shall not require a permit.  

 

E. Enforcement.  

 

1. Code Enforcement Officer. The code enforcement officer shall be authorized to enforce this 

section by issuing notices and citations to the responsible party and/or the property owner, and 

shall be authorized to remove campaign signs displayed in violation of the provisions of this 

section.  

 

2. Right-of-Way and Public Property. Upon determining a violation of the provisions of this 

section for any campaign sign located within the public right-of-way or on public property, the 

code enforcement officer shall notify the responsible party of the violation and specify the time 

within which the violation must be corrected. Upon failure of the responsible party to correct 

the violation as directed, the code enforcement officer may remove the campaign sign or signs 

in violation of this section, provided, that the code enforcement officer may remove without 

notice any campaign sign that the officer determines to be a threat to public safety.  

 

 

3. Private Property. Upon determining a violation of the provisions of this section for any 

campaign sign located on private property, the code enforcement officer shall notify the 

property owner of the violation and shall specify the time within which the violation must be 

corrected. Upon failure of the property owner to correct the violation as directed, the code 

enforcement officer may issue a citation to the property owner. In the event that the property 

owner cannot be identified, the code enforcement officer may issue the warning and/or citation 

to the responsible party.  

 

4. Survival of Citation. Any citation issued for violation of these provisions shall survive the 

conclusion of the election, and shall be punishable in municipal court according to the general 

penalty provisions of this code, with minimum fines as specified herein.  

 

5. Minimum Fine. Upon a finding of violation, the municipal court shall impose a mandatory 

minimum fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) per sign, per day. Each day of violation shall constitute a 

separate offense.  

 

F. Other Campaign Signs.  

 

1. Private Property. Any campaign sign or other political sign located on private property that has 

not been included in the permit provisions of this section shall comply with all other provisions 

of this chapter. For commercially zoned property, the sign shall be considered a commercial 
sign subject to the requirements and limitations of section 17.58.030 regarding business signs. 

Any such sign shall be considered a nonconforming billboard sign, subject to removal as 

provided for in section 17.58.030B.3.  

https://library.municode.com/nm/belen/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.58SIRE_17.58.030BUSI


 

2. Public Right-of-Way and Public Property. Any campaign sign located within the public right-

of-way or on public property shall be unlawful and shall be subject to removal as provided for 

herein.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07, 11-7-2016)  
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Candidate Information 
 

Name:  

Age: 

Position seeking: 

Previous elected positions: 

Occupation (If retired, from what): 

Mailing address: 

 

Physical address: 

 

Email address: 

Home telephone number: 

Cell phone number:  

(Candidate: We are seeking this information for our use only. We will not 

release your private information to the public.) 
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