BELEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING
May 6, 2019
6:00 p.m.

Mayor Jerah Cordova called the Regular Meeting of the Belen City Council to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll Call taken by Amanda Tenorio, City Clerk. 

PRESENT:				Councilor Frank F. Ortega 
Mayor Pro-Tem Wayne Gallegos
					Mayor Jerah R. Cordova
					Councilor Ronnie Torres
                                                                  Councilor David Carter


					
NOT PRESENT:			

CITY MANAGER:			Leona Vigil

CITY CLERK:			Amanda Tenorio		

REPORTER:				Clara Garcia, VC News Bulletin

OTHERS:				See attached Sign-in Sheet

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Cordova led the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Councilor Gallegos   made a motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion.

Added to Presentation- 7a BNSF Presentation

Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to approve the minutes dated April 15, 2019 & April 29, 2019 as presented. (April 15th) Councilor Torres made a motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion. 
(April 29th) Councilor Ortega made a motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Gallegos seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes









PUBIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Cordova asked if there was anyone with a public comment. 
Tony Cowell stated that the Belen Police has not been patrolling up on top of the Mesa by River Rd. There have been lots of trucks speeding through there. He owns a couple of properties up there. Would like to see Belen PD patrolling nearby.
Was concerned about the sidewalks at the High School. 

Citizen commented that the City did a great job cleaning the City.

Steve Akerage announced that the 18th of this month is armed forces day and the Thunderbirds will be in Albuquerque. There will be lots of free entertainment; and it rocks.

Councilor Torres read a letter from Murial stating that she turned in her 90-day notice to close the library café due to health issues. 

Mayor Cordova closed Public Comment.

PRESENTATIONS

Chief Rodriguez presented a certificate to Officer Daniel Kloeppel, Officer Jose Naividad, and Officer Mario Vallejos. Officer Daniel Kloeppel responded to a call and assisted with a life threatening gun shot in which the gunshot victim survived. All three officers responded to a tragic accident that occurred at BNSF officers were equipped with trauma kits that helped save the individual’s life.

Kathy Jaramillo presented the $1000.00 Deborah Graham Memorial Scholarship Awards to Melissa Gabaldon, Miah Montano, Elizabeth Ramzel, & Sidney Shaubert. All awardees are going to the medical field.

Mayor Pro-Tem announced the Employee of the Quarter-Mr. Eugene Trujillo 


DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION

APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF THE NEW MEXICO MAIN STREET MOU WITH THE CITY OF BELEN MAIN STREET PARTNERSHIP.

Rhona Espinoza requested for approval of Main street MOU; This MOU has dedicated resources, professional assistance and services to partnering municipalities and a local non-profit organization representing stakeholders within the designated commercial district through the NM Main Street, NM Arts, and Cultural District, Frontier Communities Initiative and Historic Theaters Initiative Programs. 

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Ortega made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried
APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF THE PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT PROPOSAL AGREEMENT WITH BELEN MAIN STREET.

Rhona Espinoza requests for approval for contract proposal agreement.
Mayor Cordova explains that the contract is a service contract due to an issue we had with our last audit. We are buying a service or a deliverable from them. 

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Gallegos made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried


APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL FOR OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR JASON SKOPECK.

Chief Rodriguez requested for approval for out of state travel to a Pedestrian Bicycle Course in Indiana for Officer Jason Skopeck.

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Ortega made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL TO APPLY FOR THE COMMUNITY FACILITIES DIRECT LOAN & GRANT APPLICATION.

Chief Rodriguez stated this is an opportunity for the police department to purchase vehicles. This will allow us to get much needed assistant from USDA to try to get a loan and a grant. To purchase anywhere from 9 to 12 vehicles fully equipped. We would use our yearly budget of $45k that’s given to the police department for capital outlay; and our $30k that’s given to LEPF to make the annual payment over the stretch of 7 years. This will allow the police department to have more variety of vehicles, like trucks to get through the rough terrain like up in the Mesa. The loan has no pre-payment penalty. 

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Ortega made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Gallegos seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried










APPROVAL OR DISAPRROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019-11 TO APPLY FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE GRANT.

Steven Tomita requests for approval to apply for a comprehensive plan update grant. P & Z is trying to update the comprehensive plan; it’s actually a long term master plan. What going to be happing with your community within 25 years; they added new criteria that we have to meet. The Master Plan is required by the State to be updated it has to be in place or they will begin cutting off grant applications. This recently affected the Belen Police Department; it was almost cancelled because we don’t have the master plan updated.  P & Z has been working diligently as getting very complexed. 
The match in the past has been 10%; we’re not sure what the match will be. Resolutions need to be approved by the Council before we can apply. 

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Gallegos made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019-12 TO APPLY FOR ECOMOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN GRANT. 

Steven Tomita request approval to apply for Economic Development Plan Grant. All the research and studies will help with the Build Grant Application.

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Gallegos made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried

APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL TO PROCEED TO APPLY FOR BUILD GRANT APPLICATION FOR NORTH INTERCHANGE.

Steven Tomita requested for approval to apply for build grant for north interchange; this used to be the Tiger Grant, we did not miss out on this Grant. This Grant is extremely difficult to apply for; it will cost $30k just to apply for $500k.

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Carter made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Ortega seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried


CITY MANAGER'S REPORT
Leona Vigil stated that the open enrollment is May 20th which is mandatory for all employees. We had code enforcement interviews last week there was five applicants. We did send one applicant for a background and drug test. Our Fire Chief will be meeting with Valencia County Animal Control to ensure we are being billed properly because they do bill under zip code and wants to be sure we’re not paying for Rio Communities. Our Fire Chief has been looking out at the Rio Grande River; our reservoir is doing OK. Of course this is going to bring a lot of Mosquitos. Tommy is working on it.
Steven Tomita received his certificate for a Zoning Official. Ralf has been working on the conservancy on the collapsed storm drain on fifth street. Tried different avenues however those are not going to work. We’re going to have to replace the collapsed line. We got a bid from $130k to $173k; so right now we are waiting on a surveyor. Ralph received some pulmonary numbers for the Aragon project as you guys know Steve Tomita got us a grant to redo that road however we are going to be responsible for the water and sewer lines. We’re looking at $673k to do the water and sewer lines; also $128k just to do the engineering and a $326k match. For project 2021. I understand Roseanne is setting funding aside annually. Ralph did a walk through on Vivian field; there are some issues that the contractor has to fix, they will be meeting next week. One of the issues is that someone went around and replaced the door handles on the concession stand. Those door handles cost $300 per door handle. He is obtaining bids for third street requiring one in a half millings and the overlay. Martha Gene, the project has been complete. There are six residents that refuse to tie into our waterline. As per ordinance it is mandatory; we did send a final notice, we may be capping their sewer line. Ralph is getting proposals for TLC; Bernard sidewalk project plans are now complete. La Luce and San Lorenso; we received bids we’re looking at $900k for water, sewer and pavement. Roseanne did stress in the department head meeting she stressing out with all the projects going on at the same. On a positive note Aragon Tank we did get $800k from Grant funding that we will receive in October. We did complete our first grinder pump on 314; there is a house out there. The water break on Camino De Yano cost $188k; water break on Benard cost $10k. We also had a couple of sewer breaks on Jarales this weekend.
Tommy’s assistant started last week; crew started their new schedules from 6am to 3pm. That’s to keep them out of the heat. I have tasked Amanda with quite a few ordinances; I will help her and train her on that. Adidas tournament has been proponed until further notice.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL
Councilor Carter stated he had one busy week. Budget workshop on April 29th we approved the minutes. Hopefully Roseanne will have that ready to go and we will make the approval and submit. Went to the RSVP luncheon Wayne was a great MC. Handed out door prizes. Was in Santa Fe for a PSFA meeting at the CID building; went to represent the schools but ended up representing the City because they were talking about permits/certificates we were supposed to issue. Wants to remind everyone Graduation is May 14,2019. We are going to get a new class of tax payers. Wants to get Eagle Lane watered down. 

Councilor Ortega stated he proud that we’re working on the memorial for the Veterans. We’re shooting for June 29th for the ribbon cutting at 2pm at Eagle Park. Going to be a great event; we’re teaming up with Josh for our 4th of July fireworks. Police Chief saved $600 for the Veterans memorial, he had a table at the old fire station.   

Councilor Torres stated thanks to Bertha for the RSVP luncheon; she did a great job. There were so many gifts that went out to the people who attended. It was really good. We are going to give out three scholarships for Martin Luther King. I want to say thank you to Mural for providing us with such a wonderful little restaurant. I wish you the best with good health. Thanked the police officers for their service and giving Belen a good name.

Councilor Gallegos On the 18th we attended a TIF meeting; the 20th I was invited to a retirement for one of the Fire Fighters that actually I hired on when I was the Chief. I was proud to see she made it all the way through. We talked about the RSVP luncheon; it was great. The budget; we reviewed for the City. I think we have a balanced budget for right now; this was very challenging as we always get hit with emergencies and we have to adjust our priority’s sometimes. Please keep in mind June 29th is the day of our firework show. We are having a ribbon cutting at that event. Attended a Day of Prayer at Ana Becker Park it was great; there was a lot of people from many different churches. 

Mayor Cordova stated that he had several meetings regarding Old City Hall. As Leona mentioned they’re going to pull down the breeze way. We have put out request to figure out how much it‘s going to cost to finish up the outside the building. We had a couple of meetings on April 23rd; one was with Mike Mikenbire, we talked about economic development. After that we had a meeting with Simply Design that was the company that presented to us early on about the bill board and promotional ideas. We came up with a comprehensive plan to support organizations from the Lodgers Tax. 





APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE DISCUSSION OF LIMITED PERSONNEL MATTERS REGARDING THE CITY’S ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS, AS ALLOWED PER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT, SECTION 10-15-1 (H-2)

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to enter into session for that purpose. Councilor Gallegos made a motion to approve. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried

Mayor Cordova asked for a motion. Councilor Torres made a motion to re-enter into Open Session. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Carter seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carrie


[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to advise that the matters discussed in the closed meeting were limited only to those specified in the motion for closure, and no actions were taken. Councilor Carter made the motion. Mayor Cordova asked for a second. Councilor Torres seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote:
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried




ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Cordova asked for a motion to adjourn tonight’s Regular Council Meeting. Councilor Carter made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Gallegos seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: 
Councilor Frank Ortega		Yes
Councilor Ronnie Torres	Yes
Councilor Wayne Gallegos	Yes
Councilor David Carter		Yes	Motion Carried


								_____________________________________________
								Jerah Cordova, Mayor


________________________________________________
Amanda Tenorio, City Clerk/Treasurer
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