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         AGENDA 

 
      FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF BELEN PLANNING AND ZONING 

COMMISSION,  STATE OF NEW MEXICO, COUNTY OF VALENCIA TO BE HELD ON 
MONDAY THE 27TH  OF JUNE 2016 AT 6:30 PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY 
HALL, 100 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BELEN, NEW MEXICO 87002. 

ALL P & Z COMMISSION MEETINGS ARE VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDED. 

A COPY OF THE AGENDA CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY OF BELEN 
PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT. 

   
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE 
  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Minutes of June 13, 2016 

6. PUBLIC HEARING WITH POSSIBLE ACTION 
A.  REQUEST TO AMEND THE ZONE MAP FROM R-1 TO C-1: IGNACIO 
GALLEGOS.  LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Township 5 North, Range 2 East, Section 
18, Map 100, Block 17, Lots 23 & 24, BTS Addition, aka 318 N Sixth St., Belen, NM, 
87002 

 
7. DISCUSSION 

Airport Overlay Zone-Allowable land use map 
 

8. OPEN COMMENTS/REQUESTS 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

                /S/ 
                Lisa R Miller 
        Planning & Zoning Administrator 



 
 

 
 
 
 

JERAH R CORDOVA 
MAYOR 

JAY RUYBALID 
 CITY MANAGER 
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WAYNE GALLEGOS 
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DAVID CARTER  
CITY COUNCIL 

DARLEEN ARAGON 
CITY COUNCILOR 

FRANK ORTEGA 
CITY COUNCILOR 

 
 

CITY OF BELEN 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

   MINUTES 
JUNE 13, 2016 

 
Vice Chair Steve Etheridge called the regular meeting of the Belen Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
PRESENT:  Vice Chair Steve Ethridge 
   Commissioner Claudine Montano 
   Commissioner Debbie Thompson 
   Commissioner Gordon Reeves 
 
ABSENT:  Chairman, Vacant 
    
CITY STAFF:  Lisa R Miller, P & Z Administrator 
   Steven Tomita, Planning & Economic Development Director 
    
OTHER:  Tom Greer, Citizen 
   Diane Gonzales, Belen Health Dept 
   Robyn Yates, Belen Health Dept 
   Jim Rende, Citizen 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE 
Vice Chair Steve Ethridge led the Pledge. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to approve the Agenda.  
 
Commissioner Gordon Reeves seconded the Motion. 
 
Motion Carried. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of  May 31, 2016 were reviewed.   
 
 Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to approve the minutes as corrected. 
 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING WITH POSSIBLE ACTION 

A. REQUEST TO CLOSE A PORTION OF AN ALLEY adjacent to City Hall 
from Sixth St to the East side of the Public Health Department. 

 
Steven Tomita informed the Commission that the gate was placed further west then the original 
location so the Police Department is requesting that the alley behind the Health Department be 
included in the alley closing. 
 
Lieutenant Miller informed the Commission that they would like to extend the alley closing.  To 
the Police Department it is a safety concern.  They need to be able to keep people away from the 
Police Department and this would also provide a safety net for the Health Department also.  They 
have a lot of confidentiality issues at the Health Department that need to be protected.  Placed 
where we are requesting provides a natural flow into the City Hall Parking lot and not cause a 
issue of  turning around in the Public Health parking lot, which would cause an increase in 
accident issues within the parking lot.  There would be signs placed on Sixth St stating it was a 
police entrance only.  The Health Department would be able to use that access to get to their 
parking lot.  This provides a safety net not only for the Police but for the Health Department also.  
The Health Department has been informed as to what is going on.  Keys will be provided so that 
the alley can be opened up if the need arises.  
 
Vice Chair Steve Ethridge asked if it would interfere with trash pick up. 
 
Lieutenant Miller said that he did not think so but if they need to open the gate all he needs to do 
is know the day of the pick up and he will let them have access. 
 
Diane Gonzales from the Health Department said that she agrees with the Police Department.  
There should not be a problem with the trash pick up. 
 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson moved to have the gate moved to the location where it was 
mistakenly placed and to change the wording on the request from abate to close. 
 
Commissioner Claudine Montano seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Vote is as follows: 
 Vice Chair Steve Ethridge    Yes 
 Commissioner Claudine Montano   Yes 
 Commissioner Gordon Reeves    Yes 
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 Commissioner Debbie Thompson   Yes 
 

B. REQUEST TO CONTINUE A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AT 1018 W ROSS 
AVE:  CAKTY MCCARTNEY. 

 
Lisa Miller informed the Commission that they received a letter in their packet from Ms. 
McCartney concerning her attendance at this meeting. 
 
Vice Chair Steve Ethridge asked if there had been any calls on any issues concerning this. 
 
Lisa Miller said she has heard nothing. 
 
Commissioner Gordon Reeves asked if there has been any incidents at the property. 
 
Lisa Miller said no. 
 
Commissioner Gordon Reeves moved to allow the Conditional Use Permit for another year 
due to the fact that there have been no complaints, parking issues or any other kind of 
problem. 
 
Commissioner Claudine Montano seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Vote is as follows: 
 Commissioner Claudine Montano   Yes 
 Commissioner Gordon Reeves    Yes 
 Commissioner Debbie Thompson   Yes 
 Vice Chair Steve Ethridge    Yes 
 
C. REQUES TO CONTINUE A CONDITION USE PERMIT AT THE RAIL CAFÉ 

LOCATED AT 202 DESOTO AVE.:  TOM GREER AGENT. 
 
Tom Greer informed the Commission that since 2013 and have met all of our requirements from 
the government for the Hub City Brewing Co.  They have all the equipment in place now and the 
inside and the outside of the building have been cleaned up. 
 
Commissioner Claudine Montano asked about the parking. 
 
Steven Tomita said that there are two conditions on the parking.  If it is a new structure or 
building it is required to have adequate parking provided on site.  If it is an existing structure then 
the requirement is whatever is existing.  They have also gotten permission from the Rail Runner 
to use some of the parking on the Rail Station parking lot. 
 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson asked if the area was originally for homes. 
 
Tom Greer said that it is zoned C-R and has been since 2007.  The Conditional Permit has been in 
place since 2013. 
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Jim Rende said that he thinks it is great to see new businesses come into town.  He is in support 
of the business and has donated some time to help get this up and going.  He is very pleased with 
what is going on. 
 
Commissioner Gordon Reeves moved to continue the Conditional Use Permit for another year. 
 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Vote is as follows: 
 Commissioner Claudine Montano   Yes 
 Commissioner Gordon Reeves    Yes 
 Commissioner Debbie Thompson   Yes 
 Vice Chair Steve Ethridge    Yes 
 
   
OPEN COMMENTS/REQUESTS 
Steven Tomita informed the Commission that they have been working on different Ordinances.  
One is the Architectural Zone and the Airport Overlay Zone.  The last time that the Airport 
Overlay Zone was discussed the land use map was brought up and discussed.  The other question 
brought up was the sound attenuation.  He contacted Motzen & Corbin and was informed that 
they were not the ones who came up with the land use map , that is was Andrew DeCamillo who 
developed that.  This land use map needs to be changed to fit an airport area and its development.  
It was also explained the way that the sound attenuation occurs and how extensively it was 
researched.  The sound intensifies when they are taking off and landing.   He wants the 
Commissioners to concentrate on the Airport Overlay zone and then move on to the Architectural 
Design standards.  
 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson asked if the City would look into getting recycling trash bins 
available for the local businesses.  Lisa will look into this. 
 
Commissioner Claudine Montano said that the carnival was a success.  There were a lot of people 
that attended and it was nice to see all the children there.   
 
Steven Tomita informed the Commission that there will bee a ribbon cutting on July 29th for the 
Business Center. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the City of Belen Planning & Zoning 
Commission, Commissioner Gordon Reeves moved to adjourn. 

 
Commissioner Debbie Thompson seconded the motion 
 
The regular meeting of the City of Belen Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned at 7:06 pm. 
 

 
       _________________________ 

       Vice Chair Steve Ethridge 
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ATTEST: _________________________________ 

    Steven Tomita, Planning & Economic Development Director 
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