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PUBLIC NOTICE 
DUE TO THE FACT THAT  OCTOBER 8, 2018 IS COLUMBUS DAY THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION HAS BEEN MOVED FROM MONDAY OCTOBER 8, 2018 TO TUESDAY 

OCTOBER 9, 2018. 

 

         AGENDA 

 

      FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF BELEN PLANNING AND ZONING 

COMMISSION,  STATE OF NEW MEXICO, COUNTY OF VALENCIA TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY THE 9th OF OCTOBER 2018 AT 6:00 PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 

CITY HALL, 100 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BELEN, NEW MEXICO 87002. 

ALL P & Z COMMISSION MEETINGS ARE VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDED. 

A COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY OF BELEN 

PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT. 

   

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of September 24, 2018 

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 3 MINUTE PRESENTATIONS:  If more time is needed for 

presentation, please ask to be scheduled on the next agenda. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING WITH POSSIBLE ACTION 

A.  REQUEST TO CONSIDER CORRECTIONS AND AMEND THE ZONE MAP 

FROM C-1 TO R-4:  City of Belen.  LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Township 5 North, Range 

1 East, Section 25, Tract A, Lands of Louis & Gloria Trujillo, Containing 16.33 Acres, 

located off of Don Luis Trujillo Blvd, Belen NM 87002. 

B. REQUESWT FOR FINAL PLAT APPROVAL OF DE LA REINA SUBDIVISION:  

GNA INVESTMENTS.  LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Township 5 North, Range 1 East, 

Section 25, Tract A, Lands of Louis & Gloria Trujillo, Containing 16.33 Acres, located off of 

Don Luis Trujillo Blvd, Belen NM 87002. 

C. REQUEST FOR A CONDITION USE for the purpose of placing a fence within the 

front setback at 508 Becker Ave, Belen NM 87002:  James Kelly Cross.  LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION:  Township 5 North, Range 2 East, Section 18, Map 100, BTS addition, 

Lots 19 & 20, Block 29. 
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D. REQUEST TO EXTEND THE CONDITIONAL USE for the purpose of temporarily 

parking an RV and using this RV as living quarter at 904 Didier Ave., Belen NM 87002:  

Dolores Quintana.  LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Section 

13, Map 100, Didier Addition, Lots 1-6, Block 3, Containing .30 acres. 

8. DISCUSSION 

 

9. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a.  Communication from the Commission and Staff 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

        /s/ 
       Lisa R Miller, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
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CITY OF BELEN 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

   MINUTES 

                                                     SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 

 
Vice Chair Pete Armstrong called the regular meeting of the Belen Planning and Zoning 

Commission meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT:  Chairman Steve Ethridge  

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong 

   Commissioner Claudine Montano 

 

ABSENT:  Commissioner Gordon Reeves 

   Commissioner Jim Lardner 

    

CITY STAFF:  Lisa R Miller, Planning & Zoning Administrator  

    

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong seconded the motion. 

 

Motion Carried. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The minutes of September 10, 2018 were read. 

 

Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to approve the minutes of September 10, 2018 as 

presented. 

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong seconded the motion. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 3 MINUTE PRESENTATIONS 

There were none. 
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DISCUSSION 

Comprehensive Plan 

Lisa Miller informed the Commission that they had left off on page 40. 

 

Chairman Steve Ethridge said that he thought they left off on page 30. 

 

Lisa Miller said that the Comprehensive Plan will be left off of the next meeting agenda because 

of a full agenda and because the staff needs a little time to start imputing the numbers into the 

tables of the Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Chairman Steve Ethridge started with page 31. 

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong said that the Comprehensive Plans states that the City has 20 police 

officers, including the chief.  He feels that is not enough and the numbers need to be updated.  

They need the new numbers for the paid firemen and the volunteer fireman. 

 

Chairman Steve Ethridge said that the information about the parks needs to be updated to include 

all the equipment that is in those parks like the gazeebo with electricity in Anna Becker Park and 

the children’s play equipment in the Rosedale Park.  The park that is located within the Jardin De 

Belen subdivision needs to be clarified so that it is understood that it is the Community Gardens 

Park.  The 10th and Ross Park is actually called the RSVP Park.  Coronado Mini Park was 

questioned.  It was decided that it is located on the corner of Wisconsin and Reinken Ave.  Where 

it mentions the Police, Fire, and Ambulance needs to read Police, Fire, and Rescue and all 

numbers need to be updated as to the equipment they have. 

 

The information in the Solid Waste Disposal needs to read the new company that is hauling our 

solid waste.  It was discussed that the name does not even need to be mentioned because it 

changes.  The spelling needs to be edited.  Under the Health Care paragraph it needs to expand to 

include the full variety of health care providers.  They want to leave out names of agencies and 

doctors and just list the number of health care providers that are here, even the alternative 

medicine.  The names of the financial services needs to be excluded because they also change 

often.  The number of financial services needs to be there and not the names.  They want the 

information on the Valencia County News-Bulletin from twice weekly to once weekly. And 

update the other papers that are serving the area.  All the telephone services needs to be updated.  

And the type of transmission lines need to be changed.  The average cost for the phone, gas and 

electric services needs to be deleted, they change all the time.  Research needs to be done on how 

many phone and network services are in the area.  In Part III, under Forecast of Population, 

Housing, and Employment out to 2025 needs to preface that by where we have been the last six 

years and where we are today.  The mention of the major recession and the fact that we are now 

starting to come out of it needs to be added.  It was thought that this section was the most 

interesting part of the whole document and most informative.  The fact that the tables are after the 

paragraph explaining the information in the tables needs to be changed where the table comes 

first then the paragraph.  This needs to be done throughout the document.  The fact that the 

numbers go as far back as 1960 was discussed and it was felt that the numbers from the 1960’s 

and 1970’s need to be removed.   The charts need to go from 1980 up to the present.  They asked 

if some of the information in these charts were done by MRCOG could be taken to them and 

reviewed and updated by them also. 



P & Z Minutes 

September 24, 2018 

Page 3 of 4 

 
 

Lisa Miller said that MRCOG is obligated to review data to a certain point.  We can get sections 

together and asked them to review this information and make suggestions is something we can 

consider. 

 

The graphics that are on page 35 need to be updated.  They need to be enlarged.  The 

Commission had problems with the low population and high population projections.  These rates, 

in some cases, are less that one tenth of a point apart and wandered if they need to go into that 

level of detail for all of the percentages of low and high population projections.  They didn’t 

know how relevant they actually were.  They also wanted to remove 1960 & 1970 on these tables 

for consistency.  Some were confused about the information and felt that they needed to revisit 

these projections when they can obtain more information as to the importance of these tables.  

They discussed the difference between housing units and households.  A housing unit may 

contain multifamily units such as apartments, condominiums, duplex units, or a home that has 

more than one family living in the same home.  A single household is just one family per unit.  

On the employment and average growth rate, they felt that there would be an increase in the 

numbers due to the new businesses, like Loves Travel Stop and Keter, adding more employment 

numbers. 

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong said that Keter is adding to their business again by building another 

huge building to the complex. 

 

Commissioner Claudine Montano said that they also just rented the other part of the old cabinet 

maker shop where another part of that building is being used by the water bottling company in 

Los Lunas. 

 

Lisa Miller said that the fact that the Belen area is the largest manufacturing hub in this County 

needs to be added to this document. 

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong said that this document is very interesting for being written in 2003.  

The numbers are all positive for up to 2018.  Things are trending up and looking good for this 

area. 

 

They stopped on page 40 and will continue on the next 10 pages the next time the Comprehensive 

Plan is reviewed again.  The Commission asked if there were going to be Public Hearings 

concerning the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Lisa Miller said that they would be holding Public Meetings to get input and public comments 

and suggestions for the Comprehensive Plan.  This will be done with different sections at a time. 

 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

Communications from the Commission and Staff 

Lisa Miller informed the Commission that the meeting scheduled for the 8th of October has been 

moved to the 9th of October due to the fact that October 8th is Columbus Day and City Hall will be 

closed.  Letters will be sent to the surrounding neighbors informing them of this change.  This will 

also be posted so that the population is informed.  She informed the Commission that she and 

Steven Tomita would be gone starting on Wednesday the 26th of September until Monday the 1st of 

October.  She and Steven Tomita will be attending a NMLZO Conference in Read River.  She also 
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informed them that her GIS computer is dying.  It started acting up and then it got to the point 

where she was not even able to open her maps so the IT Department created another sign in so that 

she could use the map as reference with not capability of doing any editing and additions.  The IT 

has ordered her another computer that would be able to house the GIS program and maps along 

with the information contained in the office computer.  She will have one computer for all of it. 

 

Commissioner Claudine Montano said that she was happy to see that First Choice and a Church 

has moved into Del Rio Plaza. 

 

Lisa Miller said that they had moved from the buildings downtown to the Del Rio Plaza due to the 

excess flooding that happened.  Some of those downtown buildings sustained some big time 

flooding.  She informed the Commission that the building behind the tire shop on Dalies Ave has 

been purchased and they are going to be restore it and putting a business there.   

 

Chairman Steve Ethridge informed the Commission that he has looked into the Tiny Home issue 

as far as an electrician is concerned.  By what he is seeing they are being addressed under a park 

trailer in the Electrical Codes.  He thinks that the Commission will need to address this when they 

start moving into the area.  It is a big giant gray area and we will have to address it one of these 

days in the near future. 

 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business to come before the City of Belen Planning & Zoning Commission, 

Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to adjourn.  

 

Vice Chair Pete Armstrong seconded the motion. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of the City of Belen Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 

 

    

       _________________________ 

       Chairman Steve Ethridge 

 

 

ATTEST: _________________________________________ 

   Lisa R Miller, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
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