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CITY OF BELEN
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
MINUTES
DECEMBER 14, 2015

Chairman Tom Greer called the regular meeting of the Belen Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Tom Greer
Vice Chair Steve Ethridge
Commissioner Claudine Montano
Commissioner Debbie Thompson
Commissioner Gordon Reeves

CITY STAFF: Steven Tomita, Development Service Manager
Lisa R Miller, P & Z Administrator

PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE
Chairman Tom Greer led the Pledge.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Commissioner Claudine Montano moved to approve the Amended Agenda.

Commissioner Gordon Reeves seconded the Motion.

Motion Carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 30, 2015 were reviewed.

Vice Chair Steve Ethridge moved to approve the minutes with corrections.

Commissioner Gordon Reeves seconded the motion.
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Motion carried.

DISCUSSION/REVIEW

Airport Impact Letter & Airport Notification Letter

Steven Tomita presented the Airport Impact Letter (Aircraft Noise Disclosure Statement) and the
Airport Notification Letter to the Commission(Declaration of Aviation Easement and Waiver).
The Aircraft Noise Disclosure Statement will be sent to the owners of land within the Airspace
radius that surrounds the Airport so that they are aware of the noise and other activities going on
in that area. These will be sent certified.

Chairman Tom Greer said that they were very well written and feels it is in the City’s best interest
to notify the owners.

Steven Tomita said that the Declaration of Aviation Easement and Waiver will be used for any
new construction, development that will commence in that area. This will be a part of the
application for building and will become a permanent recorded document.

Vice Chair Steve Ethridge suggested a few changes he would like to see in the documents.

Chairman Tom Greer suggested that the documents be reviewed by the City’s Legal Advisors for
their opinion and suggestions and asked if this needs to be heard by City Council for approval.

Steven Tomita said that it does not need to be heard by City Council. It is an administration
decision.

These changes will be done and presented to the Commission for approval.

Steven Tomita presented the JPA for review. This JPA is between the City and the County since
some of the surrounding areas around the Airport are in the County. The County needs to be
involved with the process of a Airport Master Plan. It would be in both of our interests to be
doing this jointly. Once it is approved by the City it will go before the County Commission for
approval.

Commissioner Debbie Thompson asked if this helps us with the overall zoning in that area.

Steven Tomita said that the County would be working with us jointly to be in agreement on the
land uses in that area.

Chairman Tom Greer said that this JPA sets the groundwork do to a joint master plan of the
whole area. We really need to plan things instead of just letting things fall where they may.
We need to get this to an Attorney for review.

OPEN COMMENTS/REQUESTS
Vice Chair Steve Ethridge asked the Chairman if he had heard anything on the Trails along the
Bosque.

Chairman Tom Greer said that he has spoken to the State but has not had a response. He has also
tried to set up meetings with the Hotel people for help with development in Belen. Use them as
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consultants for guidance on developments here in Belen. It is very hard to get anything through
the County so we need to show that we are going forward and want them involved.

Steven Tomita mentioned that the Oak Tree Inn is replacing the sign at the motel. There is the
distinct possibility that they are going to be opening up to the general public.

Lisa Miller distributed The state statutes for Manufactured Housing and Zoning that they
requested. She informed the Commission that they will be working on the Zoning Ordinance
again and continue where they left off.

Steven Tomita informed the Commission that Follow the Star event was successful. There were
over two thousand people. We got a lot of positive comments and feedback. He was taken on a
tour of the Rail yard and was shown the major expansions of the yard. Long hauls are now two
miles long. There is a study going on concerning where the rail hubs are or will be. Traffic
through Belen has increased and will continue to increase. Belen is a critical spot.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the City of Belen Planning & Zoning
Commission, Commissioner Gordon Reeves moved to adjourn.

Commissioner Claudine Montano seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
The regular meeting of the City of Belen Planning & Zoning Commission adjourned at 7:03 pm.

/s/
Chairman Tom Greer

ATTEST:

/sl
Steven Tomita, Development Services Manager




