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The Rail Runner provides a new mode of access that connects Belen to the Region. It allows Belen and Valencia County residents, 
particularly the elderly, handicapped, and youth, the opportunity to travel without having to rely on automobiles. Properties along Reinken 
Avenue east of the station can leverage the proximity to the Rail Runner station to redevelop compact mixed-use neighborhoods for all 
incomes.  Signifi cant portions of the area, generally from Sunshine Avenue on the west to Orchard Avenue on the east along Reinken 
Avenue, are within walking distance of the station and have the potential to be redeveloped into a more pedestrian-oriented environment 
that could attract new businesses and spur economic development.  

The Study proposes new commercial mixed-use redevelopment along Reinken Avenue.  While the Study recommends new housing 
and offi ce as part of the mixed-uses along Reinken Avenue, this project also recognizes the opportunity to locate public and health-
related uses to take advantage of the proximity to the Rail Runner Station.  There is no one vacant site large enough to accommodate 
the proposed Valencia County “health commons” but there are several sites large enough to develop clinics and a stand-alone urgent 
care center.  The area provides good, centralized access for a large portion of the County and the Rail Runner makes it even more 
accessible.  

This project proposes a combination of reconfi guring Reinken Avenue and redeveloping existing commercial lots on either side of the 
street.  Reinken Avenue would still function as a primary east-west connection but the character of the street near the Rail Runner 
Station would change; bike lanes and wider, more contiguous sidewalks would help make the area more amenable to pedestrians and 
cyclists.  These streetscape improvements to Reinken Avenue would be coupled with a redevelopment strategy to attract new uses and 
businesses to the currently underutilized commercial area.  

Project features include:

A more diversifi ed mix of land uses, particularly civic and health-related functions such clinics for some of the vacant shopping center • 
and parking areas.  While there is not suffi cient space for a large hospital complex, there is ample space for clinics and public health 
services that could be accessed via the Rail Runner.  
Site new buildings to front onto Reinken Avenue, helping to create a more cohesive district and encourage more pedestrian activity • 
on the street. Incorporate standards for landscaping, off-street parking, signage, and lighting. 
Develop plazas and public spaces at the street corners and in “leftover” spaces between buildings.• 

Project 7 –  Commercial Redevelopment East of Station
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Reinken Avenue is currently confi gured with two travel lanes in 
each direction, a continuous center left turn lane, and sidewalks 
on both sides.  East of 3rd Street, a fi ve foot shoulder is also 
present.  While this is an adequate street confi guration for 
automobile conveyance, it lacks many of the features found in 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) guidelines for urban 
thoroughfares near rail stations.  In order to facilitate more safe 
and accessible travel to and from the station as well as create 
a sense of arrival, it is recommended that Reinken Avenue be 
reconfi gured.  

The reconfi guration includes a median, which creates an 
opportunity to replicate landscaping described in previous   
projects and continue to strengthen the sense of place.  It also 
controls access and allows left turns at specifi c intersections, 
limiting the vehicle interruptions along the sidewalk for 
pedestrians.  

Project features include:

Retain the two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction. • 
Convert the continuous center left turn lane into a median • 
with turn lanes at intersections or other access points.  
Retain existing curb and gutter in their current location.  • 
Stripe the existing 5 foot shoulder as a bike lane. • 
Expand the sidewalk by 5 feet to create a buffer area and • 
sidewalk.  (The buffer area creates room for pedestrian 
lighting, wayfi nding, and banners.)   

Project 8 –  Reinken Avenue Reconfi guration
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CONCLUSION

The Belen Rail Runner Station Area Infrastructure & Development Workshop provided 
a unique opportunity to prioritize and select projects from the Study and begin a 
dialogue about the best ways to design and implement those projects.  The projects 
listed in the Study were evaluated using the goals determined in the workshop.  Using 
this strategy, workshop participants were able to select six projects that use urban 
design to create visual cues that enhance pedestrian wayfi nding, connect the station 
area to the “Heart of Belen”, and ensure that improvement on Becker Ave between 
1st & 3rd do not impact future movie opportunities.

Following the workshop, conversations with MRCOG brought to light two additional 
projects that are included in this document.  These projects continue to strengthen 
the sense of place in Belen and use urban design to enhance wayfi nding.  In addition, 
they use infrastructure investment to encourage redevelopment east of the station.  
These projects will create safer and more accessible places for pedestrians and 
bicyclists using the Rail Runner Station in Belen.  

As funding becomes available to the City, each of these projects will be ready for 
more detailed design and implementation.  

Workshop in Progress


